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Circular Economy: 
Reducing Consumption while strengthening the economy
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Why a Circular 
Economy

Now?

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkxrKw-JnPAhUJk5QKHVeXBjMQjRwIBw&url=https://aditipallod.wordpress.com/2016/02/13/environmental-science-resource-depletion/&bvm=bv.133178914,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNEQ3ZVjONdOesMiuVHlW7H63NPvdA&ust=1474323255963421
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjg-KWv-pnPAhULjJQKHalCCvAQjRwIBw&url=https://scribepublications.com.au/books-authors/books/the-failure-of-free-market-economics&psig=AFQjCNFmpUvTYEBOxJGj5LU96J78zB9YAg&ust=1474323745356508
https://whyy.org/segments/plastic-in-the-deep-ocean/
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjvlcbhwJrPAhWBUZQKHYBuDa4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.amazon.com/Collision-Course-Endless-Growth-Finite/dp/0262027739&bvm=bv.133178914,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNEFgN2LnnlqO0HrKqVNVt-R9i-CQA&ust=1474342557792049


Marks the date when 
humanity’s annual demand on 
nature exceeds what Earth can 

regenerate that year and we 
are using the resources of the 

future and those not yet born to 
continue our current lifestyles

Covid 
Impact

http://www.beca.com/
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Image attributed to Visual Capitalist
 https://www.visualcapitalist.com/visualizing-the-accumulation-of-human-made-mass-on-earth/ 

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/visualizing-the-accumulation-of-human-made-mass-on-earth/
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Embracing a circular economy approach is 
indicative of a level of Sustainability 

Maturity that is becoming increasingly 
important in market perception both for 

governments and for businesses in 
attracting investment and maintaining a 

social licence to operate. 

Sustainability Maturity Matrix
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Rate & Scale of Change
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The Circular Economy
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The Triple Planetary Crisis

Putting 
Circular at 

the Heart of 
What We Do
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Moving to a Circular Economy is 
one of 5 key focus areas – including 

strengthening partnerships with 
Māori

National Drivers

Strategy
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Commence a circular economy and bioeconomy strategyCommence

Move to a more circular public sectorMove
Enable Māori to shape & benefit from transition to a circular economy and thriving 
bioeconomyEnable

Integrate circular practices across government, communities and businessesIntegrate

Support businesses moving to circular economy modelsSupport

Investigate a circular economy hubInvestigate

Accelerate sustainable and secure supply and uptake of bioenergy in AotearoaAccelerate
Co create “circular missions” or climate innovation platforms that use mission-led 
innovationCo-create

Circular - 106 mentions in 
the ERP document 
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Is this our 
legacy?

Is this our curtain 
call?

If the answer is no ………… we need a new 
approach
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1.  Globalisation
2.  Resource extraction
3.  Inequality
4.  Individualism
5.  Overconsumption
6.  Infinite Growth
7.  Innovation
8.  Short-termism
9.  Proletarization

10.  Private ownership 



Let’s Discuss

How might we: 
o Better understand the limits to growth through 

consumption?
o How do we redefine what constitutes a good 

life?
o Change the narrative from doom-gloom to 

shaping a future worth aspiring to?
o get comfortable working in the messy middle?
o support future generations to flourish?
o ground theory into practice? 

http://www.beca.com/

