
How our Relationship with the Ocean 

Will Determine our Future!

Ocean,Climate
and

Us!



Climate – the moist sigh of 

our mother’s breath as she basks 

in the warmth of the sun

Climate Breakdown – the inevitable consequence 

when our mother’s breath is disturbed



The Ocean’s Role

Respiration

Circulation

Metabolism

= Ocean Physiology



The Ocean’s Breath



Pumping Iron 



www.goesfoundation.com



Sea Grass - Rimurēhia
Zostera muelleri



Mangroves - Manawa



Kelp forests



Unhealthy Ocean …

‘It is a curious situation that the sea, from which all life 

arose, should now be threatened by the activities of 

one form of that life.

But the sea, though changed in a sinister way, will 

continue to exist: the threat is rather to life itself.’

Rachel Carson



Healthy Ocean

Healthy Climate

Healthy Life! 



Towards Regenerative

Ocean Practice



Te Whanga Hauora o Tutukaka

Ki Uta Ki Tai Vision 2030 
Restoring the mauri of Tutukaka Harbour to a vibrant and healthy 

state where kelp forests flourish, marine life abounds and our 

communities thrive.

Photo courtesy of Scott Gundesen

A Community-based, collaborative regeneration and research project 



Re-establishing a natural coastal wetland

and incorporating regenerative agriculture

to create a wetland food forest.

Wai repo Moemoeā 



Wai repo Moemoeā 



Regenerating  the kelp forests

In Tutukaka Harbour



Green gravel

Green Gravel

Regenerating the

Kelp Forests of Tutukaka



Associate Professor 

David Aguirre

Ella Lis

MSc student

Beau Masters

Research Officer

Zoology and Ecology School of Natural Sciences

Massey University, Albany Campus
Photo credit: Irene Middleton



Kina Removal



Our first “planting”



Cyclone Gabrielle



Our second planting



Community based monitoring of marine 
ecosystems

OUR VISION

A healthy moana in which coastal ecosystems and human communities thrive 

in a harmonious, respectful and mutually beneficial relationship.
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